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WALSOKEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Walsoken Annual Parish Council Meeting held at Walsoken Village Hall
 on Wednesday the 6th of May from 7.00pm

Present: Councillors: Fred Leach – Chairman, Lynn Clarke, Andy Houghton, Clive Bettinson, Chris Luff, David Plant, John Harwin
Borough/County Councillor- Chris Dawson
Lynn Ottaviano, Parish Clerk

1. Election of Chairman and completion of Declaration of Acceptance.
Cllr Houghton proposed Councillor Leach for the position of the Chairman. Cllr Luff seconded, all in favour. Councillor Leach signed the declaration of acceptance.
2. Election of Vice Chairman and completion of Declaration of Acceptance.
The election of the Vice Chairman took place with Cllr Leach proposing Cllr Wooley and seconded by Cllr Clarke, all in favour. To sign declaration of acceptance at next meeting.
3. Welcome by Chairman and Public Participation.
Welcome by the chairman and thanks to Cllr Dawson for his help with the parish council. Cllr Dawson thanked the council. No other public present.
4. To accept apologies and reasons for absence. Apologies:  Cllr Woolley; holiday, Cllr Snow; Cllr Houghton told the council that Cllr Snow has decided to resign. Council approved all absences. Apologies also from Councillors Kirk and Dawson.
5. To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, and to consider any requests for dispensations. 
None.
6. The notes from the meeting held on the 4th of March to be approved as minutes and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr Plant, seconded by Cllr Luff, minutes signed by Cllr Leach, council in agreement.
7. Clerk’s report on matters outstanding: 
7.1 Update on village bins
The clerk reported that the dog bin is due to be put in place by the borough council over the next few weeks. The litter bin site has been approved and just need confirmation of the specific bin. Council decided on the Broxap Derby litter bin, Clerk to order.
8. To receive reports and updates from outside bodies or local organisations: 
8.1 County and Borough Councillors’ reports.
Cllr Kirk not present, his report has been emailed to councillors and is on website.
Cllr Dawson reported earlier in the meeting on MVV Environment Medworth Ltd funding. He has emailed out relevant correspondence to the council on a regular basis.
8.2 Churchyard matters
See notes from annual parish meeting.



9. To note any general correspondence.
9.1 Parish footpath audit.
The clerk discussed an email received from the Norfolk Area Ramblers proposing that the parish council maintain an audit of paths and Rights of Way. Cllr Clarke will look into this and report back at the next meeting.
10.Highway matters – any problems to report.
The council discussed getting a proper proposal together for a footpath on the B198 from the bus stop on the northern side to the community farm. Clerk to email to find out if this could be covered by MVV Environment Medworth Ltd 106 funding.
11.To note all planning applications: 
11.1To receive results of applications, decisions, appeals and enforcements.
No new applications.
11.2 To receive new applications and comment. (Any applications received after the date of this agenda and before the meeting date will be considered).
No new applications.
12.Finance 
12.1 To approve payments, bank reconciliation and statements for April 2026.
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12.2 To approve known payments for May and June 2026. 
· Clerk’s salary & expenses £244.27 (May & June)
· HMRC £24.80 (May & June)
· Light maintenance £30 (May & June)
· Grass cutting £241.37 (May & June)
· Bank charge £7 (May & June)
· Wix domain name £15.24 (May)
12.3 To approve the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR).
The AGAR was approved by council and signed by the Chairman. Clerk to send off relevant section to auditor.
12.4 To discuss annual insurance quotation.
The annual insurance quotation is £722.28, proposed by Cllr Plant, seconded by Cllr Clarke. Clerk to arrange.
12.5 VAT refund
The clerk reported to the council that the VAT refund for 2025/26 was £1244.08.
13. To receive items for the next agenda.
None. 
14. Next meeting will be on the 1st of July 2026 from 7pm at the church.


Signed ……………………….………….		Date …………….…….……
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07.04.2026 £201.14 £40.23£241.37 Grass Cutting N L McCourt

14.04.2026 £244.27 £0.00 £244.27 Clerk's Salary Lynn Ottaviano

14.04.2026 £24.80 £0.00 £24.80 PAYE HMRC

17.04.2026 £433.12 £21.66£454.78 Streetlighting - Power NPower Business Solutions

28.04.2026 £153.68 £30.74£184.42 Subscription Norfolk Parish Training & Support

30.04.2026 £7.00 £0.00 £7.00 Service Charge Unity Trust Bank


