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WALSOKEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Walsoken Parish Council Meeting held at the All Saints Church Community Room on Tuesday the 12th of November 2024 from 7.00pm
Present: 
Councillors – Fred Leach - Chair, Andy Houghton, Lynn Clarke, Clive Bettinson, Chris Luff, Jenny Snow, Julian Kirk (arrived 19:45), and Lynn Ottaviano, Parish Clerk

No members of the Public

1. Welcome from Chairman to everyone.
Public Participation – to allow public participation (3 minutes per speaker, up to a maximum of 15 minutes in total). No members of the public present.

2. Apologies 
Cllrs John Woolley (holiday), John Harwin (illness), Richard Blunt.

3. Declarations of Interest of any items on the agenda and to consider any requests for dispensations. 
None 

4. Approval of the Parish Council Meeting minutes held on the 7th of September 2024 were proposed by Cllr Clarke, seconded by Cllr Luff and approved by all present at that meeting. 

5. Matters Arising – to record matters arising from the last meeting: 
5.1 2025/26 budget

Copies of the draft budget were handed out to the councillors by the clerk. Chairman Leach went through the budget item by item and led discussion of the proposed budget figures. Items of note were the increase to the staff budget, and this was explained due to the annual national wage increase. The increased hall hire was discussed as the venue is changing to the more expensive village hall as of January 2025. It was suggested that Cllr Woolley could ask Peter Goodale about a reduction in hall hire rates. Cllr Houghton raised the point of the changed bulbs in the streetlights and whether this has made a difference to the costs. After further discussion, it was decided to discuss the budget again at the next council meeting and for councillors to make any comments on the budget before that time. Also discussed was the need to consider when to apply for the precept. Clerk to look into this.

5.2 Speed survey results

Cllr Clarke expressed that it was a shame that money had been spent on the speed survey when there had been traffic lights on the stretch of the road which may have affected the results. It was stated that there had been no warning of the traffic lights and that the lights had been a distance from the speed survey. However, Cllr Luff stated that the queues of traffic at the lights would have taken a while to accelerate and thus may have had an impact on the speeds recorded. Chairman Leach stated that the speed survey doesn’t show any evidence of cars speeding on the surveyed section of road. He stated that he had spoken with District Cllr Dawson about this who had mentioned that it may be wise to contact the speed survey company about the effect of the traffic lights on their published results. Chairman Leach will liaise with the clerk over the wording of the email, and the clerk will contact the company. Clerk to action.

5.3 Tawny Owl quotation for grass cutting and Sleight’s Drive

Tawny Owl have submitted a quotation of £1869.00 to the parish council for the work at Sleight’s Drive to include cultivating, levelling and grass seeding the area. Cllr Houghton brought up the issue of who will maintain the area after the work. Chairman Leach stated that this should be the Borough Council. After some further discussion, the council agreed for the work to be done and that the Borough Council should be informed about this on its completion. Cllr Luff suggested posting photos on the website once the work is complete. The Clerk stated that Tawny Owl has informed her that the best time for the work would be Feb/March 2025. The Tawny Owl quotation for general grass cutting for next year of £2332.00 was also discussed and agreed upon by the council. Chairman Leach has requested the clerk to ask Tawny Owl to complete sign off sheets and email to the clerk with their invoices as a record of work completed. Clerk will ask for this.

5.4 Defibrillator battery replacement

Cllr Clarke stated that the hairdressing business who currently supply the electricity for the defibrillator box may be being sold. Therefore, discussion followed about whether a new tenant would agree to continue to supply the electricity. Cllr Clarke knows the hairdresser and will try and get some more information. It was decided to wait to hear about this before purchasing the new defibrillator battery.

5.5 NALC vs NPTS subscription

Chairman Leach stated how the parish council had previously been members of Norfolk Association of Local Councils (NALC) but at the previous clerk’s advice had changed to Norfolk Parish Training and Support. He mentioned that NALC are good for providing advice for councils and the clerk mentioned that they seem to be a more comprehensive service. The clerk has contacted NALC for confirmation of annual subscription, waiting to hear but may be less than NPTS. Clerk to enquire when annual subscription to NPTS finishes. Council decided to join NALC unless the subscription is higher. Clerk to action.

5.6 Land/allotment update 

Chairman Leach updated the council that the allotment has now been officially signed over to Norfolk County Council and that there is no further action on this matter.

5.7 Co-option for councillor vacancy update

No further candidates at present, to continue to look for a councillor. 

5.8 Notice on telegraph pole Chapnall/Burrett

Cllr Houghton brought to the attention of the council a notice on one of the telegraph poles in the village on the corner of Chapnall Road and Burrett Road. The notice has a reference number but no detail about the proposed work. He had already emailed the clerk about this who stated that she has emailed the BT Pole Objection Team and is awaiting a response. Clerk to chase.


6. To receive reports: 
6.1 Councillors’ reports of villagers’ concerns, highway issues, allotments, and street lighting. 

Cllr Bettinson mentioned a problem with subsidence on Biggs Road outside Lakeside which is causing damage to vehicles. Cllr Kirk agreed to contact the Norfolk County Council Highways department about this issue.	

6.2 County and Borough Councillors reports 

Cllr Kirk discussed his meeting with the Chief Executive, Kate Blakemore and Borough
Council’s Leader, Alistair Beales, report below from Cllr Richard Blunt.

On Wednesday the 30th of October, Julian and I gave the Borough Council’s new
Chief Executive, Kate Blakemore and Borough Council’s Leader, Alistair Beales,
on a tour of our Ward. It was a 30-mile round trip, starting in Walpole St Peter, Walpole St Andrew followed Walpole Highway, West Walton Highway, Parts of Walsoken, West
Walton returning via Walpole Marsh to Walpole St Peter. The ward is the 7th
largest in the Borough with an electorate of over 6000. We highlighted several issues to them. Initially the new housing growth in all the ward caused by new house allocations in the current local Plan, five-year land supply applications and infill development. Although most villages have good school provision, there is a lack of shops and other facilities in the villages. Sadly, we were unable to illustrate the traffic issues along School Road West
Walton as it was half term, and the road was almost clear of traffic. We illustrated several other issues in the ward, illegal caravan parking, illegal development in Folgate Lane, plus our general concern relating planning enforcement conditions such as ignoring the traffic plans for the Walpole substation development and illegal parking outside schools.
We were able discuss our concerns re the proposed Grimsby to Walpole pylon route and the lack of information and consultation. It hoped the borough will form Ward wide stakeholders’ group to raise some of the many concerns about these developments which are forced upon us without consideration for the residents of our ward. We finished the tour back in St Peters, where they met the Chairmen of our Parish Councils.

Cllr Kirk also discussed the issue of mud on the roads from maize farmers in the area. He stated that he had received lots of calls from parishioners about mud on Station Road. He stated that the Environment Agency will be contacting the farmers about the issue.
Cllr Kirk also discussed the continuing gypsy site issues in the areas. He mentioned that the County Councillors have voted for gypsy encampments. He reported that the planners are not coming on to the gypsy encampments for site visits. He mentioned the possible extension to the Wheatley Bank encampment.
Cllr Kirk provided an update on the planning situation at Sibley House Farm. He stated that the planning decision is still outstanding and that things keep being added to the plans. He stated that the dogs there are still barking, not being exercised, and that threatening phone calls to people who have objected to the plans are still ongoing.



6.3 Clerk Report
The clerk gave updates on the issues she has been dealing with for some time. Unfortunately, not much progress has been made with the Church Road sign as the department has a backlog. There is similarly no update on the drop-kerb despite several emails chasing this up. There has been no response to the street furniture applications for the litter bins. Chairman Leach requested that the clerk purchase one litter bin and he would investigate the best way to attach this, clerk to action this purchase.

On a more positive note, the clerk reported that she had received an email from Freebridge Housing stating that the dead trees had been removed from outside the flats on Burrett Road. Cllr Houghton stated that the dead trees are actually still there! Clerk to contact Freebridge Housing about the trees again.

The clerk asked the council about the possibility of buying a thank you gift for the guardian of the defibrillator as she maintains it voluntarily. It was agreed by the council that a gift voucher is usually purchased for the village litter pickers and so this would be the same for the defibrillator guardian. Clerk to action this closer to Christmas.

The clerk mentioned to the council the government’s consultation about remote council meetings, and this was elaborated on by Cllr Kirk. Councillors were informed that they can vote on the consultation online if they wish to do so.

The clerk updated the council on a planning decision received after the publication of the agenda as follows:

24/01512/F Walsoken 68 Chapnall Close Walsoken WISBECH Norfolk PE13 3TZ
- Single storey side extension to form accessible
bedroom and bathroom and creation of accessible
ramp at front and creation of accessible ramp at rear.

Application Refused
25 October 2024
Delegated Decision

The clerk received an email from a parishioner enquiring about “hedgehog crossing” signs for Burrett Road as there have been a lot of hedgehogs run over there. Cllr Kirk has also received an email about this, and he stated that he didn’t think the county council would provide for this. He suggested that the parishioner put up his own signs a metre from the road if possible. Clerk to email parishioner with this advice.

The clerk reported on an email she had received from a parishioner about the 50-mph speed limit at the junction of Sparrowgate/Black Bear Lane/Wheatley Bank. The parishioner was concerned that the speed limit is too high for the junction and stated that there had been an accident there recently when a car had crashed through his fence. He stated that the junction in question is extremely dangerous and requested the help of the parish council with this issue. Chairman Leach and Cllr Kirk agreed that it is a dangerous junction, but Cllr Kirk stated that a feasibility study into lowering the speed limit would be in the region of £5000-£6000. After further discussion, Cllr Kirk agreed to look into what could be done and said he would contact the Highways department about this to see if someone could come and look at the junction. Clerk to update parishioner.

Lastly, the clerk reported on an email exchange between a parishioner and the parish council and district councillor about an area in the village subject to fly-tipping and a request for a litter bin. Cllr Kirk reported that the fly-tipping had been cleared and the person responsible identified. After discussion, it was decided that the bin to be put on the bus shelter will be sufficiently near the area to suffice. Clerk to inform parishioner.

6.4 Churchyard matters

The clerk reported that the new tree is ready for collection, Chairman Leach to collect and plant tree. It was also reported that the churchyard gates need replacing as they are rotten in places. Cllr Kirk suggested asking Wisbech Town Council for support for this. The council has not yet received a request for this, and so it will be discussed again at a later date. 

6.5 Village Hall – Cllr Woolley emailed his report which was read out at the meeting as follows: 

Gill and Tony Peppercorn have resigned from the committee after 30 years and it was proposed that a gift card be presented as a thank you for their service.
A website is to be created at the cost of approximately £350 plus an annual maintenance fee of £75.
The cost of a new electric floor cleaner was discussed and Sally Ann Goodale has offered to pay for one.
Subsequently it has been reported that the one that the hall has is only in need of a service and minor repairs.
Ways a attract new committee members was discussed and Anne Woolley who was at the meeting was proposed and has joined the committee.
The Hall Trustees were discussed and John Woolley was proposed and accepted as a trustee.
The next meeting is 13th January 2025 at 5.30pm.

Communications and Correspondence:  
i. Litter bin (Helen Strickle)

See Clerk’s report

ii. Grit bin email

The clerk and Cllr Kirk had received this email and reported to the council a synopsis of the email thus that the grit bins will be replenished twice per winter season and that there would be no additional fills. It was stated that the parish doesn’t have any grit bins.

7. Planning:
7.1 Applications: None 
7.2 To receive new applications and comment. (Any applications received after the date of this agenda and before the meeting date will be considered).  

24/01815/RMM Walsoken
547735 311627

RESERVED MATTERS APPLICATION FOR: All reserved matters for 9no.
commercial / industrial buildings
Land South of Grassgate Farm
Grassgate Lane
Walsoken
Norfolk

8. Finance 
8.1 Approve payments, receipts, bank reconciliation and statements for September and October 24. Proposed by Cllr Clarke and seconded by Cllr Snow.
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8.2 To approve payments for November 24. Note, due to the early date of this meeting any payments received after the meeting will be forwarded for approval. It was noted that the payments for grass cutting should end in October and so the clerk will remove this payment from the November payments. Proposed by Cllr Clarke and seconded by Cllr Snow.
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8.3 To approve the half yearly financial review and 2025/26 draft budget. Proposed by Cllr Clarke and seconded by Cllr Snow, draft budget to be discussed further at next meeting.

9. To receive items for the next agenda.
None at present. 

10. The next Meeting will be from 7.00pm on the 8th of January 2025 at the Village Hall.

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending. Meeting ended at 8.50pm. 
 







Signed ……………………….………….		Date …………….…….……
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Payments & Receipts September 2024

Date Supplier Description Net Vat ReceiptExpense

12-SepLynn OttavianoMS Office subscription reimburse £49.99 £10.00 £59.99

12-SepFred Leach Clerk's mobile phone reimburse £24.00 £24.00

13-SepLynn OttavianoClerk's expenses £16.00 £16.00

13-SepLynn OttavianoClerk's salary £242.15 £242.15

19-SepLynn OttavianoDefib pads reimbursement £62.40 £62.40

19-SepLynn OttavianoPoppy wreaths reimbursement £33.44 £6.66 £40.00

24-SepNeill McCourt Grass cutting £150.00 £150.00

27-SepCozens Street lighting maintenance £25.00 £5.00 £30.00

30-SepUnity Bank Service charge £18.00 £18.00

31-OctTotals £620.98 £21.66 £642.54
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Payments & Receipts October 2024

Date Supplier Description Net Vat ReceiptExpense

15-OctLynn OttavianoClerk's salary £193.75 £0.00 £193.75

15-OctHMRC PAYE £48.40 £48.40

15-OctLynn OttavianoClerk's expenses £16.00 £16.00

17-OctNpower Street lighting power £312.17 £15.61 £327.78

24-OctNCC Allotment rent £880.88 £880.88

24-OctTamar NurseryTree for churchyard £70.00 £14.00 £84.00

24-OctNPTS Planning training £52.00 £52.00

28-OctCozens Street lightinh maintanance £25.00 £5.00 £30.00

29-OctTawny Owl Grass cutting £150.00 £150.00

31-OctUnity Bank Service charge £5.40 £5.40

31-OctTotals £1,753.60 £34.61 £1,788.21
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Payments November 2024 (known as of 1/11/24)

Supplier Description Net Vat ReceiptExpense

Lynn OttavianoClerk's salary £193.75 £193.75

HMRC PAYE £48.40 £48.40

Lynn OttavianoClerk's expenses £16.00 £16.00

Npower Street lighting power unknown

Cozens Street lighting maintanance £25.00 £5.00 £30.00

Tawny Owl Grass cutting £150.00 £150.00

Unity Bank Service charge £6.00 £6.00

Totals £439.15 £5.00 £444.15


