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Latest information, advice, useful links and service updates
Updated 30 July 2026
This weekly briefing summarises key Norfolk County Council updates, national developments and information councillors may wish to share with constituents, parish councils and local stakeholders.
Service updates: Current disruptions to council services are available at Norfolk County Council service disruptions and closures.
Norfolk County Council Updates
Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government urged to halt local government reorganisation in Norfolk
Norfolk County Council’s deputy leader Councillor Robin Hunter-Clarke has written to newly appointed Secretary of State for local government, Angela Rayner, to ask for a halt to local government reorganisation.
Further details and a copy of the letter are available in the county council news release here. 
Free bus travel for children in August
Families across Norfolk can benefit from more affordable days out this summer through a new scheme offering free bus travel for children throughout August.
As part of the Government's Great British Summer Savings initiative, children aged 5 to 15 can travel for free on many bus routes across the county. The scheme is intended to help families reduce travel costs and make it easier to visit Norfolk's attractions, events and destinations during the school holidays.
The scheme also aims to encourage greater use of public transport, supporting sustainable travel and helping families access leisure, cultural and community activities.
Five of Norfolk's main bus operators are taking part, so children aged 5 to 15 can travel free throughout August on services operated by First Bus, Sanders, Stagecoach, Border Bus and Central Connect. 
Further information about participating operators and Good Journey attractions is available at www.travelnorfolk.co.uk/summersavings.

Summer holiday activities and support for older children
Norfolk County Council's Targeted Youth Support Service (TYSS) is running summer holiday activities for older children, including new Chill on the Hill sessions in the grounds of Norwich Castle. TYSS has teamed up with Castle Quarter to run free, relaxed activities in Castle Gardens every Thursday from 2pm to 6pm, including music, creative activities, games, video gaming, karaoke and art.
The sessions are aimed at young people aged 11 to 17 and provide a safe place to meet friends, socialise and take part in positive activities.
TYSS works with young people across Norfolk in the places and spaces where they choose to meet. Specialist youth workers provide advice, support and positive activities, working alongside community organisations.
Weekly activities will also take place at Jenny Lind Park in Norwich, St George's Park in Great Yarmouth, MUGA Mania in King's Lynn and Castle Park in Thetford.
Further details about the service and summer activities are available on the county council's Targeted Youth Support Service web pages.
Reuse shops raise for £32,000 for charity
Nelson's Journey, a local charity which supports children and young people in Norfolk who've experienced the death of a significant person, has recently been presented with a cheque for £32,000 raised through donations from Norfolk County Council's Reuse Shops.
Housed in 14 of Norfolk County Council's recycling centres, Reuse Shops welcome donations of second-hand items and sell these at bargain prices.  The shops play an important role in cutting waste and last year they stopped 1,394 tonnes of reusable items being thrown away.
Income generated via the Reuse Shops helps to offset the cost of providing the recycling centre service. 
Staff across Norfolk's Reuse Shops then nominate and vote for a local charity to benefit from a partnership which sees them receive a share of the proceeds from the shop's sales.
To date, the Reuse Shops have raised over £155,000 for local charities including Big C Cancer Charity, East Anglian Air Ambulance and Norfolk Wildlife Trust.
Further information about reuse shops, including their locations, is available here. 
Driver and motorcycle rider safety in Norfolk
The Norfolk Road Safety Partnership has launched We share the road. We share the responsibility, a countywide campaign encouraging drivers and motorcyclists to take simple steps to reduce serious and fatal collisions.
The campaign highlights that many collisions happen in good conditions, on dry roads and in daylight, with risk often linked to decisions, observation and responses to hazards. Key messages include: be seen, look twice, slow down and stay focused.
The campaign is informed by a survey of more than 1,200 riders across the Eastern region and promotes continued rider learning, awareness of hazards and safer decision-making, particularly at junctions.
Norfolk residents can book the Hugger motorcycle training course at half price for sessions between August and October 2026. Councillors may wish to share the campaign with residents, parish councils and community groups.
Further information about the campaign, including safety advice and details of advanced driver and rider courses, is available here.
Further information about Norfolk’s road safety partnership is available here. 
National Updates 
The Big Conversation on Adult Social Care 
Baroness Casey of Blackstock has launched The Big Conversation on Care, offering the public a direct role in shaping the future of adult social care in England.
Between now and April 2027, The Big Conversation will give people across England the opportunity to say what they want and expect from a future National Care Service, including on the tough questions on who it should support, what families should reasonably be expected to do, and how the country should pay for care in a fair and sustainable way.
The Big Conversation will run in two phases. The first phase from July to November, will ask people about the values and principles we should all expect from a care system and who should be eligible for support. The second phase will focus on how care should be funded and how reform should be delivered.
Everyone is encouraged to participate and have their say. Further details and a link to take part are available at The Big Conversation on Care | The Casey Commission.
Changes to the ‘machinery of government’
The Prime Minister has announced changes to central government responsibilities. These are intended to ‘rewire the state and change the geography of government, to deliver a stronger, more strategic centre that will empower local leaders, and act as the engine room for driving economic growth across the whole country'.
For local government, a key change is the creation of No.10 North that will have a strong strategic role in relation to devolution and local economic growth. 
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) will continue to hold key local government, housing and planning functions. 
Other notable changes include 
· A new Office for the Prime Minister and Cabinet (OPMC) that will bring together No.10, No.10 North and core Cabinet Office functions. 
· The Department of Business and Trade being replaced by a new and expanded department for Business, Innovation, Science and Trade (BIST). 
· Transfer of responsibility for AI strategy, public sector AI adoption and the AI Security Institute to the Cabinet Office, and moving digital identity policy to the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport.
· The Department for Science, Innovation and Technology being replaced by BIST, DCMS and the Cabinet Office
The detailed split of responsibilities between No.10 North, MHCLG, HM Treasury and other departments are not yet known.
Technical education routes to be offered from age 14
The Government has announced plans for new technical education routes from age 14, giving Year 10 pupils earlier access to technical skills, work experience and local employer links, while continuing core subjects including English, maths and science.
The pathways are intended to put technical education on an equal footing with academic routes and create clearer routes into skilled jobs in sectors such as engineering, healthcare, digital technology, manufacturing and construction, linked to local labour market needs.
Provision is expected to be shaped locally by schools, colleges, mayors, local leaders and employers around local industries and future growth sectors. Employers are expected to play a larger role through mentoring, workplace visits, projects and high-quality work experience.
Ofsted is also expected to adjust inspection and performance arrangements so they recognise both the quality of technical education and how well schools prepare young people for employment.
Funding will be prioritised towards high-quality technical education and practical routes into work.
The Government says it will work with mayors, local leaders, schools, colleges and employers to develop the pathways, with an ambition to begin rolling them out from September 2028.
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